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Do you do any spring cleaning at your house or apartment? Many people do, or at least
they intend to. The air is warmer and the breezes welcoming. Open windows invite a
freshness that has been missing over the winter months.
Crammed and disorganized closets seem to cry out to be
emptied, scrubbed, and reorganized.
The church normally has a spring clean-up day when our
property committee and others gather on a Saturday morning to wash windows, trim bushes, and clean out refrigerators. The work of spring cleaning at home or at church can
be messy and tiring, but the results are well worth it.
Lent is a bit like spring cleaning for the soul. We look for
quiet spaces for quiet reflection, to seek God’s voice and
know the fresh winds of the Spirit. We look into our souls
and bravely ask for God to point out what needs some
cleaning out. The things that need to go, the practices that need to return, the hidden
places that need the light of Jesus presence to bring confession and renewal.
The spring cleaning of Lent leads us into Resurrection Sunday, a day of rejoicing full of
newness. We rise with Jesus from dark and mournful places and know, once more, that
all is possible as we embrace God’s promises for our lives. Resurrection Sunday is a bit
like New Year’s Day. We say goodbye to the old stuff in our lives that has been standing
in the way, and embrace the opportunity for newness, ready to shift gears and focus on
what is meaningful and good and filled with hope.

This year, you might even decide to dive deeply into the heart of Jesus with more intentionality, by making some Resurrection Day resolutions for your walk with Jesus into the
future.
God’s blessings and peace to you,

Pastor Karen

So if anyone
is in Christ,
there is a
new creation:
everything old
has passed away;
see, everything
has become new!
2 Corinthians 5:7
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Palm Sunday, March 28, will be in our sanctuary at 8 am and 10:15 am, and will feature the blessing of palm branches, music,
the reading of the Passion Narrative, and Holy Communion. At these services, pre-packaged communion will be consecrated
for you to take home for our Maundy Thursday Zoom worship.
Maundy Thursday, April 1, worship will be online, via Zoom. Worship will include a meal, scripture, confession, and
holy communion. Deb George is preparing our traditional soup for you to pick up at the church between 4 and 5:30. Just drive
through the parking lot to receive a container of soup. Pre-consecrated communion elements will also be available at that time.
Here is your Zoom link:
Topic: Maundy Thursday Worship
Time: Apr 1, 2021 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and
Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://luthersem.zoom.us/j/97028542419?
pwd=YVJUcW01dVJtZzJRemFRKy80aVFjZz09
Meeting ID: 970 2854 2419
Passcode: 217133

Easter Sunday, April 4 - Worship with Holy Communion is at 6:30 am and 10:15 am in the sanctuary.
Please note that we will be singing the final verse of
our closing hymn together. Reserve your seat by
completing the online reservation form for either
service, or by talking with Pastor Karen or Vanessa.

In-person worship has resumed. Thank you for your faithfulness throughout this past year as
we continued to do all we could to provide a safe environment for worship – either in-person
or online. I am particularly grateful for your prayers for Trinity, our leadership, and your pastor.
We expect to continue meeting in our sanctuary for the foreseeable future! While the safety
protocols set up by our Returning to Worship Task Force in 2020 continue for now, church
council continues to plan for the coming months and will make adjustments as we go along.
Please pray for us as we put together a plan for loosening restrictions in the coming months.
Stay tuned to our Friday emails for the most up to date information.
We intend to continue to offer online YouTube worship videos each Sunday afternoon as
long as possible. It is so easy for you to join us in God’s mission of sharing the gospel by
“liking” the video each week and then “sharing” it on your Facebook page, or by emailing it to
a friend or family members.
Additional Worship Resources
Are you looking for additional resources for worship? Visit the ELCA Worship blog where you
can find a full liturgy for each week at https://blogs.elca.org/worship/

Join Pastor Durbin and Trinity
staff in prayer for our congregation! Each week, a different
group of people will be a focus
for prayer. You will receive a
postcard in the mail on the week
we are praying for you and your
name will be included on Pastor’s Friday email. If you have
specific requests the week you
receive your postcard, please
email Pastor Durbin at
pastorkjd@gmail.com, or call the
church office.

Pastor Karen is looking for several people to fill some important roles at Trinity in the coming year. Is God leading you to step
forward?

Prayer Coordinator

The most critical resource for the revitalization of churches in a post-pandemic time is intentional prayer. I am seeking God to
raise up a team of people who will commit to praying for our church regularly. This could be a simple as five minutes each day, a
longer period of time several times a week, or meet together to pray. This prayer group will be in addition to our prayer team
who offers intercessory prayers for individuals. Is God leading you into this vital ministry and particularly for the role of prayer
coordinator? Please contact Pastor Karen for more information or to explore this new ministry.

Bridging the Gap Ministry

We are looking for several people to join our Bridging the Gap Ministry Leadership Team. This
group meets monthly for Bible study, prayer, and to plan for upcoming projects. Is God leading you
to help give leadership to this important ministry? Please contact Pastor Karen or Vanessa Storlie
for more information or to express your interest.
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April 2, 10 AM
All are invited to join in prayer for our community on Good Friday, April 2, at
10 AM. We will gather in the parking lot and then we will walk and pray for our
neighbors and businesses in the downtown community. Thanks to our partners at First United Methodist, we will have door hangers to let people know
that we prayed for them on Good Friday. Please let Vanessa know if you plan
on participating in this prayer time for our community!

Thank you to everyone who has continued to donate food and personal care
items for the blessing box! Items that we could use include: canned vegetables, cereal, pasta, spaghetti sauce (in plastic or metal containers), single
serve beverages (milk and juice), and dessert items such as pudding cups,
brownie and cake mix, or cookies. Donations may be placed in the bushel
baskets near the entrances on Sunday morning, dropped off on Wednesday, April 7, from 10 am – 12 pm in the parking lot, or be placed directly in
the blessing box.

– Saturday, April 10 from 9-11 am
YOU can help Trinity’s Closet on Main continue to make a positive impact in
our community in the following ways:
1. You can help with the clothing closet in these ways:
Set up on Friday, April 9 beginning at 4:30 pm; done by 6:30 pm.
Operation of clothing closet on Saturday, April 10 from 9-11 AM (arrive
by 8:30 and done by 11:30).
Provide the Grab N Go breakfast; breakfast expenses are reimbursed
through the Bridging the Gap fund.
2. You can donate clothing! As the weather starts to warm up, please consider donating spring and summer clothing to the clothing closet. Donations can be dropped off on the first Wednesday of the month –
April 7, 2021 from 10 AM-12 PM – or by arranging a separate time with
Vanessa (trinitymburgoutreach@gmail.com).
3. You can like and share our posts on Facebook – like our “Bridging the
Gap Ministry Team” page on Facebook to stay up to date with our posts!
In March, we welcomed 16 neighbors and distributed 138 items of
clothing. Individuals also requested the following items:
Men’s shorts – all sizes
Men’s underwear – all sizes (boxers and
boxer briefs only)
Socks
If you can donate any of these items, please let
Vanessa know.

Food
Donations through
March 24
1546

Bethesda Mission is participating in the
“Walk” again this year! This event helps
around 50 local nonprofits raise funds including Bethesda Mission. Highmark underwrites the costs of this event so that all
funds raised go directly to their organization’s mission, and not toward overhead. If
you can, please support the life-changing
programs for men, women, and children in
Harrisburg!
Consider participating in this event!
It is going to be a virtual walk, which is a
real walk, but it’s on your terms!
Anytime before July 15th, you choose how
and when you walk (treadmill, park or trail,
or around the neighborhood) – it’s your
choice! You also pick the time of when you
start and stop!
Registration is open now. More information
and registration: https://
www.bethesdamission.org/event/highmarkwalk-healthy-community/

Thank you for your donations! Over these past weeks you
have helped Bridging the Gap collect 84 bars of soap, 71
toothbrushes, and 50 tubes of toothpaste, and an assortment of other items. These items will be put in the blessing
box to help our neighbors who may not be able to afford
these items.
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April Lessons
From Living Lutheran
During Lent we’re called to examine how our lives are or aren’t producing the fruit of God’s Spirit
(Galatians 5:22-23) as we anticipate Jesus’ death and resurrection. But as we evaluate ourselves, we are bound to be reminded that, even as God has made us saints, we are still sinners.
We can easily become focused on our sin and overwhelmed in self-condemnation.

April 4

Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Mark 16:1-8
Yet, as we examine ourselves and our communities, it would behoove us to employ the compas- John 20:1-18
sionate judgment of Jesus rather than humanity’s harsh, shameful lens.
In a recent discussion of Jesus’ peaceful ways, my friend asked, “But what about Jesus in the
temple? He got violent with folks, right?”
“Well, not exactly,” I answered.
What is often missed in John’s account of the cleansing of the temple is that Jesus was nonviolent while rebuking profane uses of the holy precincts. Yes, Jesus overturned tables and poured
out money because he was angry that the temple had been turned into a market. But he used
the whip to drive out the sheep and cattle, not people (John 2:15). And when it came time to address those people, he simply told them to take their things and go (John 2:16). Jesus delivered
kind judgment.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him” (John 3:17). God sent his son Jesus to shine a light on our
world to help us see uncomfortable truths we would probably prefer to keep hidden.
Some welcome the light. Others hate the light because it exposes our evil deeds (John 3:1921).
God knows we are all guilty but chooses to save us anyway by sending us Jesus. According to
John 3, God is most interested in how we welcome or turn from the Light of the world.

April 11

Acts 4:32-35
Psalm 133
1 John 1:1—2:2
John 20:19-31

April 18

Acts 3:12-19
Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b-48

April 25

Acts 4:5-12
Psalm 23
1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18

The grace of God is that the one who illuminates our sin is the same one who comes to free us from all condemnation.
Later, when he was about to be executed by the Romans, Jesus proclaimed: “Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler
will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself” (John 12:31-32).
The judgment that Jesus declares prior to his crucifixion is good news for humanity. What Jesus means here is that, with this
act, he will draw all people to himself and force Satan to flee. Jesus’ judgment is a great kindness that leads to reconciliation.
Thus, in this penitential season of Lent, let us repent and make sure that our expressions of judgment emulate Jesus’.

Jesus shines light into the world not to condemn us but to save us from ourselves and our evil impulses. It is right
and good in this season to reflect on ourselves and where we have fallen short. It is even better to reflect on Jesus,
whose kind and gentle judgment leads to salvation.
Cory Driver
Cory Driver is a minister of word and service, and the director of the Transformational
Leadership Academy in the Indiana-Kentucky Synod. He earned his doctorate in Jewish
religious cultures from Emory University, Atlanta. Cory lives with his family in Indianapolis.

from Molly Helmstetter
Holly and her family fell on hard times from not only the COVID-19 pandemic but also a devastating house fire. Through the school her children attend, she found out about the life-transforming
programs of New Hope Ministries. She utilized our GED program and then became aware of our
Certified Nursing Assistant program. She has successfully completed the pre-clinical classes and
is now working on her clinical education through Dauphin County Vo-Tech to enable her to be
a Certified Nursing Assistant. Holly has experienced hardships, but she is determined to work
through it.
With lots of hard work and perseverance, Holly was able to work through her hardships to
spring forth into a new opportunity to grow and support her family. What a blessing to be
able to provide these opportunities for growth and renewal to the people we serve at New
Hope Ministries!
Do you know someone who needs help because of COVID19? Maybe someone who
cannot find a job, is having a hard time keeping up with their expenses like rent or
utility payments, or has been impacted in other ways from the health crisis? If they
live in our service area, please let them know that New Hope is here to help! Share
our contact information with them today - thank you! www.nhm-pa.org
Mechanicsburg Center: 5228 E. Trindle Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050
(717) 766-7333 .
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Ruth Taylor
Zachary Schmick
James Lynch
Shea Arbogast
Martin Strzeszynski
Lena Wagenheim
Danielle Sabatini

Dear Member(s),
to be good stewards
of our resources,
please contact the
church office with any
household:
information changes,
membership updates/
transfers, email
addresses, cell phone
numbers, etc.

The Lower Susquehanna
Synod has an on-line newsletter that provides information
about what is going on around
Marissa & Viking Dietrich,
the SYNOD! Just go to the
Flottwellstrasse 3a, 10785
LSS website:
Berlin, Germany
http://www.lss-elca.org/
Viking.dietrich@elca.org

Enabled by the Holy Spirit,
we boldly proclaim
the Good News of Christ,
Sharing God’s love
with all through
worship, education,
and service

Homebound Members
Dorothy Dellinger
202 E. Locust St.
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

Contact Us

Business Hours
Mon.– Thurs. 9 am—1 pm

717-766-2662

Lena Stine
1001 Nanroc Drive #20
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

trinitymburgoffice@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/TLCMech
https://trinity-on-main.org/

Ruth Taylor
Homeland Center
1901 N. 5th Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102

Business Hours for
Pastor Karen Durbin

Orville Wise
700 Walnut Bottom Rd. #55
Carlisle, PA 17013

Tues.-Thurs, 9 am– 1 pm
Weekends as needed.
For emergencies call
717-766-2662
For meetings or appointments
call the office during business
hours or email

Grab your directory, use one
of those stamps you have in
a drawer and write a letter to
one of the above, or other
friends that you miss. A
great way to stay in touch in
a much more personal way.

pastorkjd@gmail.com
Vanessa Storlie
trinitymburgoutreach@gmail.com
Julie Jones
rlkjjmj@verizon.net

Let’s get the conversation going! If you are on Facebook you
can help by inviting others to join with us at Trinity. Once a
week, we’ll post an event or invitation. When you go to our
page, add a positive comment and hit the "like" button. Also, If
you "share" events or posts on your own Facebook page, that
action helps us get the word out about the good things happening at Trinity, and extends our reach to all of your friends
too. Do you have any fun photos to share of Trinity activities?
Share immediately with one another, the good news, worship
opportunities & prayer concerns. This is a great forum for us to
keep in touch.
Won’t you join us on Facebook? Like us! And Share us!
https://www.facebook.com/TLCMech
Don’t forget to visit TrinityOn-Main’s webpage for the
weekly service.
https://trinity-on-main.org/

We want to know when you or someone close to you needs pastoral care.
Please contact the church office by phone (717-766-2662) or email (trinitymburgoffice@gmail.com) in the event of a newly diagnosed disease, hospitalization, or rehabilitation. Due to HIPAA regulations, this is the only method we have to know of your
need.
You may also contact Pastor Karen by email pastorkjd@gmail.com if you are in the midst of a life transition: a birth, a death, a
move, a job loss/change, an empty nest, retirement, etc. or are experiencing a spiritual, physical, emotional, or financial crisis.

Lenten devotions continue via Zoom on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.
Easter services will be held in person at 6:30 am and 10:15 am with reservations required for each.
A spring clean-up of the outside of the church will be held in early-April… watch for further information.
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Today we are searching for April and Easter words. If you have word search ideas for future
Tidings, send Wendy an email or call the office and leave a message for her.
ALIVE
ANGELS
APOSTLES
BARABBAS
BASKET
BODY
BONNET
BUNNY
CANDY
CHICKS
CHOCOLATE
COTTONTAIL
CRUCIFIXION
DAFFODIL
DECORATE
DUCKS
DYE
EASTER
EGG
EMPTY

FAMILY
FLOWERS
GOLGOTHA
GOSPEL
GRASS
HAM
HAPPY
HUNT
JELLYBEANS
JESUS
JOY
JUDAS
KING
LAMB
LILY
MARY
MORNING
NAILS
PARADE
PEEPS

RABBIT
RESURRECTION

RISEN
SALVATION
SAVIOR
SILVER
SIN
SOLDIERS
SPEAR
SPICES
SPRING
STONE
SUNDAY
SUNRISE
TOMB
TRADITION
TULIPS
WOMEN
WORSHIP

Answers from March Tidings

BASKETBALL
BLARNEY
CLOVER
COINS
DAFFODILS
DANCING
DAYLIGHT
EMERALD

FORTUNE
FOUR
GOLD
GREEN
IRELAND
IRISH
JIG
KITE

LAMB
LEAP
LEGEND
LEPRECHAUN
LION
LUCKY
MAGIC
NCAA

PARADE
PIPE
RAINBOW
SHAMROCK
SHOWERS
TREASURE
WINDY
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