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And God,  

who searches  

the heart,  

knows what is the 

mind of the Spirit  

Romans 8:27 

NRSV  

  

I have a verse on my office door from 1 Timothy 2:1, from Eugene Peterson’s “The Mes-
sage.”  It reads like this: “The first thing to do is pray! Pray every way you know how for 
everyone!”  When I walk in my office, it is a good reminder for me to lay everything at the 
feet of Jesus. Sometimes I need to lay down the burdens I am carrying, and sometimes I 
need to express the gratitude in my heart. I often pray for my family and our congrega-
tion at Trinity on Main.  

 

These next months, our congregation is devot-
ing themselves to prayer. We are praying that 
the Holy Spirit will renew us in faith and pur-
pose, and to guide and direct us for this post-
pandemic time.  I hope that you have already 
joined us!  (Check out my article on page 2 on 
the “Trinity Prayer Pause” and let us know you 
are joining us.)  
 

In John 17, Jesus prayed for his disciples. He 
prayed for them to be united in purpose, as God the Father and God the Son are united 
as one. That is a very relational and intimate unity. When we, as Jesus’ disciples in 
2021, pray for our congregation, we are joining Jesus’ own prayers for us. As we con-
sistently pray in solidarity with Jesus’ own prayers for us, we find that God’s purposes 
become our own. By the power of the Spirit, we are renewed in that place, and become 
more and more equipped to share the gospel of Jesus’ forgiveness and grace in our 
lives with others.  
 

Some folks struggle with knowing how to pray. They get stuck with even getting started. 
Some may think that they have to say just the right words in the right order, or that pray-
ers need to be perfect in some sort of way. The reality is that pausing to acknowledge 
and notice God’s presence is all that is needed. Prayers can be as simple as “God help 
me,” or “God, I have no idea how to pray right now or what to say.”  Not to worry, my 
friends. It is the work of the Holy Spirit to pray in and through us. As you pause, God is 
with you. 
 

In Romans 8:26-27, we have these words from the Apostle Paul: “. . . the Spirit helps us 
in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit inter-
cedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is 
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God.” 
 

Let us join Jesus’ prayer for us, and then watch for signs of the Holy Spirit all around. 
 

Blessings and peace to you, 

                                 Pastor Karen 
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For the next several months, Trinity is focusing on prayer for our 
congregation. You are invited to join us in several ways: 
 

Participate in “Trinity’s Prayer Pause.”    
Take a pause at noon each day to pray for our 
church and know that others are praying at the 
same time. Set up a reminder for yourself in some 
way on your own phone, or a note on your calendar 
or refrigerator. We are also setting up a reminder 
system so that you can receive a short reminder on 
your iPhone at noon each day. Let us know ASAP if 
you would like to be on that reminder list, or if you 
are joining us in some other way. Signup sheets are 
available at the back of the sanctuary and on the 
bulletin board inside the west entrance. 
 

Pray in solidarity  
Pray with your brothers and sisters in Christ each Sunday after wor-
ship. Come to the front of the sanctuary for prayer with the pastor 
and others following each worship service. This time will be about 5 
– 10 minutes. You can pray out loud, or silently join the spoken 
prayers of others.  

 

I continue to be grateful for the faithfulness of our mem-
bers over this past year.  
 

Thank you for your generous giving. If you are able, con-
sider practicing generosity by increasing your regular of-
ferings, or commit to begin giving regularly. If you would 
like offering envelopes, contact Harold Miller or call the 
office at 717-766-2662.  
 

Thank you to Deb George and the members of our altar 
guild. You have consistently provided for corporate wor-
ship by preparing the altar each week, been flexible with 
our changing needs for communion, and changed the 
colors of each season with care. Often your work is be-
hind the scenes, but we greatly appreciate your faithful 
service to God and the people of Trinity. (If anyone would 
like to join this great team, contact Pastor Karen or Deb 
Hartman, worship chairperson.) 
 

Thank to our director of music, Julie Jones, and our sing-
ers! We are grateful for the ministry you offer us each 
week. These past months have been challenging ones 
that required flexibility and creativity. A number of you 
have led us repeatedly from choir loft while masked when 
that was needed, and provided music for our mid-week 
Lenten services on Zoom.  You know who you are. 
Please know that your faithfulness is appreciated!

Let’s Celebrate! Joshua Wagenheim will affirm his faith 
and be confirmed at the 10:15 am worship service on May 
30.  Join us for worship and then stay afterward for a time 
of fellowship on the West Lawn! 

 As Church Council continues to monitor CDC guidelines and PA 
state recommendations. We have revised our recommendations in 
the following way:    
 

“As per the CDC guidelines, if you have been fully vaccinated, 
masks may be removed while seated in your pew (including sing-
ing); physical distancing continues to be recommended. Council has 
approved pastor not wearing a mask while presiding at the altar.” 
 

Those who are fully vaccinated may make their own decisions about 
wearing or not wearing a mask while seated for worship. Thank you 
for your kind attention to the health and safety of all of our members. 

Save the date for our first outdoor movie night! It will be held on the 
west lawn, Friday evening, June 11, beginning at 7 pm. Bring your 
own lawn chairs or blankets for your family and friends. This is your 
opportunity to reconnect with your friends from Trinity on Main,   
invite others, and meet some new people.  The 
evening will include free food, live music, bal-
loon art, and a family friendly movie. The mov-
ie will be shown shortly after 8 pm. We are re-
ceiving suggestions for possible movies. So 
far, Cortney Thomsen has suggested “Call it in 
the Air," Vanessa has  suggested the movie 
“Sully,” and Pastor has suggested, 
“Beethoven.” What do you think? Do you have 
another idea? 

Please note that this event is mask optional! 

In order to continue regular online worship vide-
os, a person or two are needed to record the 
sermons at our 8 am service over the summer?  
Vanessa will train you on the process she uses. 
The video needs to be uploaded to YouTube 
and sent to the congregation by noon each 
Sunday. Could you help?  Please contact    
Pastor Karen by email, pastorkjd@gmail.com 
for more information.   
Please Note: An online video will not be 
available on Sunday, May 30. 

Vanessa Storlie is away on vacation through June 1. 
Pastor Karen is away on vacation June 14 – June 29.  
Rev Sarah Keilholtz will be providing pastoral coverage. 
(You can reach her by calling the St John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church office at 717-761-5121.) 

Rev Molly Haggerty will preach and 
preside on June 20. Vanessa 
Storlie will preach and lead worship 
on June 27.  

Pastor Karen Durbin has resumed 
in-person pastoral visits. She is fully 
vaccinated. If you would like a visit 
from the pastor, please email her at 
pastorkjd@gmail.com, or leave a 
message at the church office. 

mailto:pastorkjd@gmail.com
mailto:pastorkjd@gmail.com,
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So far in 2021, the congregation and community 
have donated 2,293 items to stock the blessing 
box! Your support is greatly appreciated. Donations 
can be placed in the bushel baskets on Sunday 
mornings, directly in the blessing box, or dropped 
off at the monthly collection day on Wednesday, 
June 2, 2021 from 10 AM until 12 PM. 

– Saturday, June 12 from 9-11 am 
On Saturday, May 8, we welcomed fourteen of our neighbors to Trinity’s 
Closet on Main. These neighbors received 233 items of clothing – some that 
they took for themselves and some for their neighbors or family members. 
Thank you to everyone who continues to donate clothing for the clothing 
closet so that we have an ever-changing selection for people to select from. 
Would you like to help with the clothing closet in June? Bridging the Gap 
invites you to help in the following ways: 

 Prepare the grab and go breakfast. 

 Help set up on Friday, June 11 at 4:30 pm. (Yes – it is the same night 
as the movie night – come help set-up and stay for dinner and a movie)  

 Operate clothing closet from 9-11 AM on Saturday, June 12; please 
plan on arriving between 8:30 and 8:45 AM  and we will be done by 
11:30AM .   

Please let Vanessa know if you are interested in helping! 

Food  
Donations  through  

May 22 
2,293 

Our spring haircut event was a resounding success! Thank 
you to those who helped make the event happen! Thank 
you to the congregation for your prayers and support of all 
the Bridging the Gap Ministry Team activities! Here are 
some of the responses that we received via Facebook and 
in the mail. 

Happy customers  
after having  

The Mane Difference 
give quite a few spring 
haircuts to those who 

stopped by. 
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from Molly Helmstetter 

We love to share these cards with you!  It's a beautiful note of thanks for 
the love and support a guest and her son had received, but also a won-
derful example of how they are back on their feet once again and paying 
it forward.   
 

There is an amazing PA program that helps our guests just like the family 
this note is from.  It is called the Neighborhood Assistance Program or 
NAP.  NAP tax credits are available to qualifying Pennsylvania business-
es and offer credits worth 55% of business donations for approved pro-
jects. New Hope has been a long time beneficiary of the NAP program.    
 

Do you know of a business that provides goods or services in PA? Join 
us as a partner! This program's application deadline is quickly approach-
ing, so please contact us today for information!  Find more details here.   
https://dced.pa.gov/programs/neighborhood-assistance-program-nap/ 
 
   

Do you know someone who needs help because of COVID19? May-
be someone who cannot find a job, is having a hard time keeping up 
with their expenses like rent or utility payments, or has been impact-
ed in other ways from the health crisis? If they live in our service 
area, please let them know that New Hope is here to help! Share our 
contact information with them today - thank you! www.nhm-pa.org 
Mechanicsburg Center: 5228 E. Trindle Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 
17050 (717) 766-7333 . 

from Pastor Karen Durbin 
This year’s Synod Assembly is being held virtually with a combination of Recorded Video and 
Live Zoom Sessions.  The business portion of Assembly begins Friday evening, 7 pm – 9 pm, 
and continues on Saturday, beginning at 8 am. If you would like to attend, you can join Pastor 
Karen and our delegates from Trinity on Main, Carol and Bob Anderson. We will participate in 
Fellowship Hall at those times. Let us know that you would like to join us, of if you would like 
more information. You may also access the Synod Assembly web page for more detailed infor-
mation and this year’s reports at https://www.lss-elca.org/synod-assembly/ 
 

Two Edification Days were offered as part of this year’s Assembly. Pastor Karen, Bob and Carol 
Anderson, and Vanessa Storlie participated in the Edification Day on May 22. We met together 
in Fellowship Hall so that we could have conversation together during our breaks and over 
lunch.  
 

This was an inspiring day. The Keynote Presentation was given by Bishop James Hazelwood.  
It was based on his research and recent book entitled: “Everyday Spirituality for Lutherans: Dis-
cover of life of Hope, Peace and Meaning.” Bishop Hazelwood encouraged us to look for the 
sacred and notice God’s presence in the everyday experiences and activities of our lives. 
 

Various workshops were offered during the day and we each chose from the list of those availa-
ble. I was most inspired by the session offered by Assistant to the Bishop, Deacon Marsha Ros-
coe, “You Are What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit.”   
 

Marsha noted that we were created by God and for God. Bearing the image of God in the world 
is our deepest calling. Marsha referred to the liturgies of our life – not just the liturgies of wor-
ship. The liturgies of our lives are not just things we do, they form who we become. Who, what, 
and how we love are the habits of our hearts. Love shaping liturgies include worship where we 
are invited to give ourselves over to God who gave himself over to us. As we regularly  
participate in worship, it “re-stories” us in the story of God. This counteracts the cultural  
stories that often form us in different ways. 
 

Our synod delegates, Carol and Bob Anderson, offer these reflections:  
We found yesterday uplifting and thought provoking. Our main takeaways were:  

 God's story has not ended. We are active participants in his story as it continues.  

 We were made from love for love.  

 We should love God more than things.  

 To be human is to love. Who, what or how we love are habits of our hearts.  

 God said creation was good not perfect.  

 We work together as a congregation to keep Jesus at the center of our lives.  

 We are to love what we love but we may not love what we think we love. 

 We are the hands and feet of Jesus. 

June Lessons  
 

June 6   
Genesis 3:8-15 
Psalm 130 
2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1 
Mark 3:20-35 
  

June 13   
Ezekiel 17:22-24 
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 
14-17 
Mark 4:26-34 
 

June 20   
Job 38:1-11 
Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
Mark 4:35-41 
 

June 27 
Lamentations 3:22-33 
Psalm 30 
2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
Mark 5:21-43 

On July 4, Orville Wise celebrates 
his 93rd birthday. With Covid he 
has been limited in seeing family 
and friends. Let’s flood his 
mailbox with birthday 
greetings!  
Mr. Orville Wise 
Room 55 
 c/o Forest Park 
 700 Walnut Bottom Rd 
 Carlisle, Pa. 17013 

https://dced.pa.gov/programs/neighborhood-assistance-program-nap/
http://www.nhm-pa.org
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Contact Us 
Business Hours  
Mon.– Thurs. 9 am—1 pm 

717-766-2662 
trinitymburgoffice@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/TLCMech 
https://trinity-on-main.org/   
 
Business Hours for  
Pastor Karen Durbin 
 

Tues.-Thurs, 9 am– 1 pm 
Weekends as needed. 
 

For emergencies call 
717-766-2662 
 
For meetings or appointments 
call the office during business 
hours or email  
 

pastorkjd@gmail.com 
 

Vanessa Storlie 
trinitymburgoutreach@gmail.com  
 

Julie Jones 

rlkjjmj@verizon.net 

Homebound  Members 
 

Dorothy Dellinger 
202 E. Locust St. 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
 

Leah Stine 
1001 Nanroc Drive #20 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
 

Ruth Taylor 
Homeland Center 
1901 N. 5th Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17102 
 

Orville Wise 
700 Walnut Bottom Rd. #55 
Carlisle, PA 17013 

 

 

 Additional hymn-singing, while masked, will be added beginning May 16, 2021.  
 Jubilee Day has been canceled for June of 2021 due to continued issues related to the pandemic.  
 Trinity will apply for an ELCA Open Doors grant to fund a series of movie nights this summer with the first being 

June 11, 2021.  
 A discussion group based upon the book “Anatomy of a Revived Church: Seven Findings of How Congregations 

Avoided Death” by Thom S. Rainer has been proposed. 

Enabled by  
the Holy Spirit,  

we boldly proclaim  
the Good News of Christ,  

Sharing God’s love  
with all through  

worship, education,  
and service 

 

The Lower Susquehanna Syn-
od has an on-line newsletter 
that provides information about 
what is going on around the 
SYNOD! Just go to the LSS 
website:http://www.lss-elca.org/ 

Dear Member(s), to be good 
stewards of our resources, 
please contact the church  
office with any household:  
information changes, mem-
bership updates/transfers, 
email addresses, cell phone 
numbers, etc. 

Let’s get the conversation going! If you are on Facebook you 
can help by inviting others to join with us at Trinity. Once a 
week, we’ll post an event or invitation. When you go to our 
page, add a positive comment and hit the "like" button. Also, If 
you "share" events or posts on your own Facebook page, that 
action helps us get the word out about the good things hap-
pening at Trinity, and extends our reach to all of your friends 
too. Do you have any fun photos to share of Trinity activities? 
Share immediately with one another, the good news, worship 
opportunities & prayer concerns. This is a great forum for us to 
keep in touch.  
 

Won’t you join us on Facebook? Like us!  And Share us! 
https://www.facebook.com/
TLCMech 
 

Don’t forget to visit Trinity-On
-Main’s webpage for the 
weekly service. 
https://trinity-on-main.org/   

We want to know when you or someone close to you needs pastoral care.  
Please contact the church office by phone (717-766-2662) or email (trinitymburgoffice@gmail.com) in the event of a newly diag-
nosed  disease, hospitalization, or rehabilitation. Due to HIPAA regulations, this is the only method we have to know of your 
need.  
You may also contact Pastor Karen by email pastorkjd@gmail.com if you are in the midst of a life transition: a birth, a death, a 
move, a job loss/change, an empty nest, retirement, etc. or are experiencing a spiritual, physical, emotional, or financial crisis.  

Grab your directory, use one 
of those stamps you have in 
a drawer and write a letter to 
one of the above, or other 
friends that you miss. A 
great way to stay in touch in 
a much more personal way. 

Marissa & Viking Dietrich,  
Flottwellstrasse 3a, 10785  
Berlin, Germany  

Viking.dietrich@elca.org 

Miriam Wise wants to share 
her thanks to those who have 
sent cards and called to visit. 
She has special thanks to 
Flossie and family for bring-
ing by a delicious dinner. All 
contacts with friends from 
Trinity are welcome. 

02 Brian Schmick  

03 Debra Hartman  

06 Karen Reisinger  

06 Danny Burkhard  

07 Ingrid Roy  

07 Aaron Warner  

10 Gina Witmer  

12 Tyler Anderson  

13 Pastor Karen Durbin  

22 John Wallace  

27 William DeVore  

27 Tim Zielonis  

28 Robert Park  

29 Catherine Wise  

mailto:trinitymburgoffice@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/TLCMech
https://trinity-on-main.org/
mailto:pastorkjd@gmail.com
mailto:trinitymburgoutreach@gmail.com
mailto:rlkjjmj@verizon.net
http://www.lss-elca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TLCMech
https://www.facebook.com/TLCMech
https://trinity-on-main.org/
mailto:pastorkjd@gmail.com
mailto:Viking.dietrich@elca.org
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Today we are searching for June words. If you have word search ideas for future  
Tidings, send Wendy an email or call the office and leave a message for her. 

Answers from May Tidings 

BARBECUE 
BASEBALL 
BEACH  
BIKING 
BUTTERFLY 
CAMP  
CANOEING 
CELEBRATE 
COOKOUT  
DDAY 
FATHER 
FIREFLIES  
FLAGDAY 
FLIPFLOPS   
GOLF  
LEMONADE   
MEMORIES   
OCEAN  

PATIO   
PICNIC   
POOL  
SAILBOAT   
SAND   
SHORTS  
SOLSTICE   
STRAWBERRIES 
SUMMER  
SUNGLASSES  
SUNSCREEN   
SWIMMING  
TENNIS   
TRIP   
VACATION  
WEDDINGS  
    

BASKET   
BLOSSOMS   
BUDS  
CATERPILLAR   
CHIRPING 
CINCODEMAYO  
DANDELION   
DOGWOODS   
EMERALD  
FISHING   
FLOWERS   
GARDENING  
GRASS   
HONEYSUCKLE  

IRIS  
LILACS   
LILYOFTHEVALLEY 
MARIGOLD  
MAYDAY   
MAYPOLE   
MEMORIALDAY  
MOTHERSDAY  
PLANTS   
ROBIN  
ROSE   
SEEDS   
SPROUTS  

Submitted by Linda Humes! Thanks, Linda!  

These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins or were  
announced at church services.  

 The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 

 Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items to be recycled. 
Proceeds will be used to cripple children. 

 The sermon this morning: Jesus Walks on the Water” The sermon tonight: 
“Searching for Jesus.” 

 Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get ri of those 
things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands. 

 Don’t let worry kill you off—let the Church help. 

 Miss Charlotte Masson sang “I will not pass this way again,” giving obvi-
ous pleasure to the congregation. 

 For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery 
downstairs. 

 Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the help 
they can get.  

 A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall. Music 
will follow.” 

Watch for more next month!  


