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“Therefore,  

since we are  

justified by faith,  

we have  

peace with God  

through our  

Lord Jesus Christ...” 

Romans 5:1-2 NRSV  

  

Recently, I had a conversation with a person who attended one of our church events. It 
was clear that his heart was overflowing with gratitude for God’s presence in his life. At 
one point in our conversation he said, “your cross left an imprint of a cross.” I must have 
looked puzzled, so he continued. “Your large 
wooden cross on the front lawn that you put 
away after the Easter season, left an imprint 
of a cross in the grass. When I saw it, I was 
so grateful for this sign of God’s presence 
with me.” It reminded him of the cross traced 
on his forehead at baptism, and the one he 
receives on Ash Wednesday. What struck me 
most of all, was the joy on his face and how 
easily and naturally he described a heartfelt 
faith. It was a response that tumbled out from 
his heart to me.   
 

I wonder, what does heartfelt faith in Jesus 
feel like to you?  Last week I put out a crowd 
sourcing thread on Facebook to find out how my Facebook “friends” would describe it. 
Perhaps it was a busy week for folks, but I was surprised by how few people responded. 
Heartfelt faith may just be difficult to describe. Maybe that’s why some are hesitant to talk 
about their faith story or their inner most experiences of faith. People who did answer my 
crowdsourcing question said things like: “When the Word touches my heart, there is a 
physical response of tears or comfort or peace.” Another said, “For me, heartfelt faith is 
the experiential knowledge of the incredible all-encompassing power of God’s love, which 
pours through us back into the world.” 
 

I remember the first time the reality of the Word in Romans 5:1-2 settled into my heart and 
spirit. “Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we 
stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.” It happened while singing 
the Word in “My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness, no 
merit of my own I claim, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.” There was a physical response. 
The emotion of it all caught in my throat and tears welled up in my eyes.  
 

What does heartfelt faith feel like for you? Consider your answer and then share it with a 
friend, or even your pastor! 
 

Friends in Christ, may you know, deep in your heart, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit this day and in the days to come.  
 

Blessings and peace to you, 

                                 Pastor Karen 
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Thank you for your prayers for Trinity on Main. Many of 
you have signed up to participate in our “Trinity’s Pray-
er Pause.”  
 

If you have not signed up yet, let us know and we will 
add you to the list. You are welcome to set up a re-
minder for yourself in some way on your own phone, or 
put a note on your calendar or refrigerator. We have 
also set up a reminder system. If you would like a     
reminder sent to your cell phone at noon each day, let 
us know that too.  

 

Pray in solidarity  
Pray with your brothers and sisters in Christ each Sunday after wor-
ship. Come to the front of the sanctuary for prayer with the pastor 
and others following each worship service. This time will be about 5 
– 10 minutes. You are welcome to pray out loud, or silently join the 
spoken prayers of others.  

 

Join us in the next months as we come back together 
for casual times of fellowship on the 4

th
 Sundays of 

each month. These gatherings will begin on July 25, 
and continue through November 21. Come for conver-
sation with dessert, fruit, and other goodies. 
 

More information is coming for these two times of fel-
lowship: 

◢ September 25, our fellowship time will be a church 

picnic on the lawn.  

◢ October 24, we will have a potluck 

In December, we will enjoy our traditional Christmas 
Tea. The date has not yet been chosen. 
 

Many thanks to Karen Schmick, our Fellowship chair, 
who is pulling all this together. She is also looking for a 
few more people to work with her. Could you help out?

This year’s Synod Assembly was held virtually with a 
combination of recorded video and 
Live Zoom sessions.  Our delegates 
were Carol and Bob Anderson.  
 

Edification day was on May 22, in Fel-
lowship Hall. (Check out the June edi-
tion of “Tidings” for our reflections on 
that day.) On Friday night, June 4, and Saturday, June 5, 
the business sessions of Assembly were held. Again, we 
attended virtually. Everything seemed 
to go well and we enjoyed our time 
together as we voted and talked to-
gether. One of the more humorous 
parts of assembly were the changing 
crosses on the wall behind the bishop. 
Each time he addressed the assembly, 
a different cross appeared. Vanessa 
took some great shots of these.   
 

This year, the Bishop’s message to us 
was particularly important. The age of 
the hybrid church is here. Churches 
who will thrive are those who will 
move into the future with both in-
person and online ministry. He en-
couraged us to adopt an attitude of 
looking to the future, rather than em-
phasizing going back to what was. 
You can access the Bishop’s opening remarks on 
YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=nG5EFNaPXnI  and more information about Synod 
Assembly at https://www.lss-elca.org/synod-assembly/.  

Unfortunately, the weather forecasts 
for our Outdoor Movie Night in June 
required us to cancel the evening. The 
good news is that we have resched-
uled the event for Friday evening, July 
16. Put this date on your calendar and 
plan to come at 7 pm for free food from 
Schmickcessions, live music, balloon 
art, and a family friendly movie – 
“Beethoven”  (the dog not the compos-
er). 
 

The Greater Harrisburg Concert Band 
is scheduling a short season this sum-
mer and has offered to come to play a 
concert on the lawn, Friday evening, 
July 30 (as long as enough musicians 
sign up). Plan now to join us. This is a 
rain or shine event. Enjoy the music 
and ice cream! Donations to the band will be accepted. 

In order to continue regular online worship videos, one more per-
son is needed to record the sermons at our 8 am service over the 
summer. We already have one volunteer who is working with 
Vanessa to learn the process she uses. The video needs to be 
uploaded to YouTube and sent to the congregation by noon each 
Sunday. Could you help?  Please contact Pastor Karen by email 
(pastorkjd@gmail.com) for more information.   
Please Note: An online video will not be available on Sunday, 
July 11 and may not be available on Sunday, August 1." 

Vanessa Storlie will be away on July 11, serving as pulpit supply 
at Christ Lutheran, Starview, and Mt Zion Lutheran, York.  
Vanessa Storlie will be away on vacation July 26 - August 1. 

Pastor Karen Durbin has resumed in-person pastoral visits. She is 
fully vaccinated. If you would like a visit from the pastor, please 
email her at pastorkjd@gmail.com, or leave a message at the 
church office. 

 
The Bishop and his wife were 

having some fun switching 
crosses in the background 

during his presentation. 
Vanessa noticed fast enough 

to document. Gotta 
have a little levity in 

this life.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nG5EFNaPXnI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nG5EFNaPXnI
https://www.lss-elca.org/synod-assembly/
https://www.lss-elca.org/synod-assembly/
mailto:pastorkjd@gmail.com
mailto:pastorkjd@gmail.com,
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So far in 2021, the congregation and community 
have donated 2,783 items to stock the blessing box! 
Your support is greatly appreciated. Donations can 
be placed in the bushel baskets on Sunday morn-
ings, directly in the blessing box at your conven-
ience, or dropped off at the monthly collection day 
on Wednesday, July 7, 2021 from 10 AM until 12 
PM. Do you have extra produce from your garden? If 
so, feel free to place it in the blessing box or on the little shelves 
hanging underneath. 

– Saturday, July 10 from 9-11 am 
On Saturday, June 12, we welcomed twenty-one neighbors to Trini-
ty’s Closet on Main. These neighbors received 233 items of clothing 
plus a bike and a window air conditioner; we also have requests for 
a seat cover (for a car), an upright vacuum, and an adjustable 
(crescent) wrench. Thank you to everyone who continues to donate 
clothing for the clothing closet which helps us provide an ever-
changing selection for people to choose from. Would you like to help 
with the clothing closet in July? Bridging the Gap invites you to help 
in the following ways: 

 Prepare the grab and go breakfast. 

 Help set up on Friday, July 9 at 4:30 
pm.  

 Operate clothing closet from 9-11 AM on Saturday, July 10; 
please plan on arriving between 8:30 and 8:45 and we will be 
done around 11:30.  

Please let Vanessa know if you are interested in helping! 

Food  
Donations  through  

June 20, 
2021 

Bethesda Mission is participating in the “Walk” again this year! This 
event helps around 50 local nonprofits raise funds. Highmark under-
writes the costs of this event so that all funds raised go directly to 
our organization’s mission, and not toward overhead. Please join us 
to support the life-changing programs for men, women, and children 
in Harrisburg! 
Consider participating in this event!  It is going to be a virtual 
walk, which is a real walk, but it’s on your terms! Anytime before 
July 15th, you choose how and when you walk (treadmill, park or 
trail, or around the neighborhood) – it’s your choice! You also pick 
the time of when you start and stop! Registration is open now. More 
information and registration: https://www.bethesdamission.org/
event/highmark-walk-healthy-community/ 

Gather with our Mechanicsburg neighbors in community 
and support local food trucks! First United Methodist (135 
W. Simpson St.) hosts the Third Friday Food Trucks in 
their parking lot each month from 4:30 – 8:00 PM. Head 
over sometime and reconnect with old friends and make 
new friends! 

Thank you to Alice Metka for 
trimming the hedges between 
the parking lot and the church 
lawn! They look great!  

 

New Hope ministries is planning to have “School Daze 
Craze” Thursday, Aug 12. It’s a chance to get school 
supplies in the hands of those who need them com-
bined with other useful activities for families.  
Your involvement could be in making donations for the 
much needed school supplies. Sunday, Aug 8, 2021 - 
is the last day to drop off donations. Please bring what 
you can to church on Sunday and we’ll have a place 
designated to collect them. Take the list you see below 
to the store when you next go shopping.  
 

Back packs will be packed in advance of the August 
event. If you want to help, look on the New Hope web 
page at the end of July for Time to Sign Up for volun-
teer time slots. 
 

NEED THESE 
Binders 1 ½ - 2 inch 
Disinfecting wipes 
Dry erase markers – regular and thin tip 
Erasers 
Folders 
Glue sticks 
Small hand sanitizers 
3 x 5index cards 
Pencil boxes and cases (zippered) 
Square Post it notes 
Tissues – individual packs 
*Scientific calculators 

Our Spring Haircut Event was highlighted in 
Synod Newsletter – Check it out here:  

https://www.lss-elca.org/trinity-mechanicsburg-
bridging-the-gap/  

(Forgive the pun.)  
Thank you to the First United 

Methodist Glean Team for  
getting up early on Saturday 
morning to pick peas at Oak 
Grove! The Blessing Boxes 
and Little Free Pantries in 

Mechanicsburg were filled to 
overflowing with fresh-picked 

peas!  

NEED LESS OF THESE 
Back packs 
Composition notebooks 
Crayons 
Highlighters 
Markers 
Notebook paper 

DO NOT NEED  
Colored pencils 
Pens 
Mechanical pencils 
Regular pencils 
1 subject notebooks 

https://www.bethesdamission.org/event/highmark-walk-healthy-community/
https://www.bethesdamission.org/event/highmark-walk-healthy-community/
https://www.lss-elca.org/trinity-mechanicsburg-bridging-the-gap/
https://www.lss-elca.org/trinity-mechanicsburg-bridging-the-gap/
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from Molly Helmstetter 

Jeffrey was living paycheck to paycheck, just trying to get by to support his family. And then he 
was laid off from work, right when the pandemic started. His friends and church suggested he con-
tact New Hope for help in getting back on his feet with skills training and finding a job. He did just 
that. Jeffrey signed-up for our budget and soft skills classes, and soon after, Jeffrey enrolled in our 
Welding Program. 
 

In that program, Jeffrey gained leadership skills, an attitude to give back, and a sense of purpose 
and value for using his skills in a high-demand field. “It’s not just a job,” Jeffrey shared with us. “I’m 
pursuing a career.” 
Because of generous people like you who support the work we do at New Hope, Jeffrey is em-
ployed today as a certified structural welder. His family has an emergency fund and a savings ac-
count now. Gone are the days of living paycheck to paycheck! “My only regret is that I didn’t find 
New Hope’s program sooner,” Jeffrey said. “Thank you for believing in me. You invested in my en-
tire family and I’m very grateful for that.” 
   

Do you know someone who needs help because of COVID19? Maybe someone who cannot 
find a job, is having a hard time keeping up with their expenses like rent or utility payments, 
or has been impacted in other ways from the health crisis? If they live in our service area, 
please let them know that New Hope is here to help! Share our contact information with 
them today - thank you! www.nhm-pa.org 
Mechanicsburg Center: 5228 E. Trindle Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 (717) 766-7333 . 

from Debra Hartman, Worship & Music Chair 
 

Summer is officially here, and Trinity is reemerging from an exceptionally long year. 
We owe a debt of gratitude to the staff, altar guild, members, singers, and instrumentalists who 
contributed to online and in-person worship enabling us to continue our mission of proclaiming 
the Word of God’s love and hope to all during challenging times. 
We encourage one and all to come back to in-person worship. You will be happy to know that 
future worship services will include both familiar and new elements over the next year such as: 

 Masks and social distancing are no longer required. 

 Hymnals and Red Ritual of Fellowship pads are once again in the pews. 

 Communal hymn singing has returned and the sung liturgy is coming soon.  

 Acolytes, if available, will once again serve on the first and third Sundays of the month. 

 Offering will continue to be placed in a plate at the back of the sanctuary or in a basket out-
side of the elevator.  

 Communion will continue to be served using bread and wine or grape juice in individual 
cups.  

 Chancel and bell choirs will return this fall. 

 Electronic bulletins are discontinued. 

 Quiet time to pray for those on our prayer list has been added to the communal prayers   

We missed you, and we look forward to welcoming everyone home! 

Reflections from Kimberly Knowle-Zeller 
The greeting in our worship services is a small but mighty 
piece of the liturgy in that it models for us how to greet others. 
But in all encounters—not just those on Sunday mornings—
we’re given the chance to share God’s love and presence 
with others. Not just with those who look and act like us, but 
with all of God’s people. And in return, we get to receive their 
greetings and blessings back.  
 

Practices 
This summer take time to be intentional with how you greet 
others.  
 

Take a walk around your neighborhood and stop to talk with 
people. Ask them how they are doing and if they have any-
thing you could hold in prayer for them. 
 

In worship (whether in person or online) listen for the greeting 
offered by the pastor. When it’s your turn to respond with 
“And also with you,” extend your arms with palms up to physi-
cally express the greeting. 
 

Leave greetings of hope and love in random places for      

 
 

 
 

 

people to find. As a family, 
write your own greetings (God loves you, Christ be with you, 
Peace be with you) and leave them on porches, on park 
benches or at a table in a restaurant. You could even write 
them on the ground with sidewalk chalk! 
 

Prayers 
We pray for neighborhoods, that they may be safe and 

welcoming. 
We pray for summer camps and vacation Bible school 

programs. 
We pray for friends near and far who need a word of en-

couragement. 
We give thanks for water that nourishes our plants and 

 helps crops grow. 
We give thanks for conversations with friends and neigh-

bors. 
We give thanks for worship opportunities both inside and 

outside the church. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. Amen. 

July Lessons  
 

July 4  
Ezekiel 2:1-5 
Psalm 123 
2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
Mark 6:1-13 
  

July 11   
Amos 7:7-15 
Psalm 85:8-13 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
Mark 6:14-29 
 

July 18   
Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Psalm 23 
Ephesians 2:11-22 
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
 

July 25 
2 Kings 4:42-44 
Psalm 145:10-18 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
John 6:1-21 

 

http://www.nhm-pa.org
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Contact Us 
Business Hours  
Mon.– Thurs. 9 am—1 pm 

717-766-2662 
trinitymburgoffice@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/TLCMech 
https://trinity-on-main.org/   
 
Business Hours for  
Pastor Karen Durbin 
 

Tues.-Thurs, 9 am– 1 pm 
Weekends as needed. 
 

For emergencies call 
717-766-2662 
 
For meetings or appointments 
call the office during business 
hours or email  
 

pastorkjd@gmail.com 
 

Vanessa Storlie 
trinitymburgoutreach@gmail.com  
 

Julie Jones 

rlkjjmj@verizon.net 

Homebound  Members 
 

Dorothy Dellinger 
202 E. Locust St. 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
 

Leah Stine 
1001 Nanroc Drive #20 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
 

Ruth Taylor 
Homeland Center 
1901 N. 5th Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17102 
 

Orville Wise 
700 Walnut Bottom Rd. #55 
Carlisle, PA 17013 

 

 

 Hymnals have been returned to the pews beginning May 30, and additional Covid protocols are continuing to be 
relaxed. 

 Opportunities for in-person fellowship are being organized such as monthly social time after worship and a pot-
luck meal... watch for more information as it develops! 

 Don’t forget to join your brothers and sisters for the Trinity Prayer Pause every day at 12:00 noon and pray for 
the well-being of our church and congregation. 

Enabled by  
the Holy Spirit,  

we boldly proclaim  
the Good News of Christ,  

Sharing God’s love  
with all through  

worship, education,  
and service 

 

The Lower Susquehanna Syn-
od has an on-line newsletter 
that provides information about 
what is going on around the 
SYNOD! Just go to the LSS 
website:http://www.lss-elca.org/ 

 

To be good stewards of our 
resources, please contact the 
church office with any infor-
mation changes in your house-
hold such as: 

-Email address  
-Cell Phone/Home Phone 
-Mailing Address 
 

Especially helpful would be for 
your adult children,18 and old-
er - address changes/ college 
address/ cell phone/ email/ 
marital status membership 
updates/transfers, grandchil-
dren, etc.  

Let’s get the conversation going! If you are on Facebook you 
can help by inviting others to join with us at Trinity. Once a 
week, we’ll post an event or invitation. When you go to our 
page, add a positive comment and hit the "like" button. Also, If 
you "share" events or posts on your own Facebook page, that 
action helps us get the word out about the good things hap-
pening at Trinity, and extends our reach to all of your friends 
too. Do you have any fun photos to share of Trinity activities? 
Share immediately with one another, the good news, worship 
opportunities & prayer concerns. This is a great forum for us to 
keep in touch.  
 

Won’t you join us on Facebook? Like us!  And Share us! 
https://www.facebook.com/
TLCMech 
 

Don’t forget to visit Trinity-On
-Main’s webpage for the 
weekly service. 
https://trinity-on-main.org/   

We want to know when you or someone close to you needs pastoral care.  
Please contact the church office by phone (717-766-2662) or email (trinitymburgoffice@gmail.com) in the event of a newly diag-
nosed  disease, hospitalization, or rehabilitation. Due to HIPAA regulations, this is the only method we have to know of your 
need.  
You may also contact Pastor Karen by email pastorkjd@gmail.com if you are in the midst of a life transition: a birth, a death, a 
move, a job loss/change, an empty nest, retirement, etc. or are experiencing a spiritual, physical, emotional, or financial crisis.  

Grab your directory, use one 
of those stamps you have in 
a drawer and write a letter to 
one of the above, or other 
friends that you miss. A 
great way to stay in touch in 
a much more personal way. 

Marissa & Viking Dietrich,  
Flottwellstrasse 3a, 10785  
Berlin, Germany  

Viking.dietrich@elca.org 

02  Colin Reisinger  

04 Orville Wise  

11 John Votral  

15  Debra Warner  

17 Preston Warner  

22 Alice Park  

26 Brandon Lemanski  

26  Alan Williamson  

29 Jonah Wagenheim  

29  Russel Umholtz  

29  Verlyn Hays  

30  Michael Hartman  

mailto:trinitymburgoffice@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/TLCMech
https://trinity-on-main.org/
mailto:pastorkjd@gmail.com
mailto:trinitymburgoutreach@gmail.com
mailto:rlkjjmj@verizon.net
http://www.lss-elca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TLCMech
https://www.facebook.com/TLCMech
https://trinity-on-main.org/
mailto:pastorkjd@gmail.com
mailto:Viking.dietrich@elca.org
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Today we are searching for July words. If you have word search ideas for future  
Tidings, send Wendy an email or call the office and leave a message for her. 

Answers from June Tidings 

BARBECUE 
BASEBALL 
BEACH  
BIKING 
BUTTERFLY 
CAMP  
CANOEING 
CELEBRATE 
COOKOUT  
DDAY 
FATHER 
FIREFLIES  
FLAGDAY 
FLIPFLOPS   
GOLF  
LEMONADE   
MEMORIES   
OCEAN  
PATIO   

PICNIC   
POOL  
SAILBOAT   
SAND   
SHORTS  
SOLSTICE   
STRAWBERRIES SUM-
MER  
SUNGLASSES  
SUNSCREEN   
SWIMMING  
TENNIS   
TRIP   
VACATION  
WEDDINGS   
   

AMERICA 
ANTHEM  
BLUE  
BRITISHCOLO-
NIES 
CONGRESS  
DECLARATION  
FIREWORKS  
FLAG  
FOURTH  
FREEDOM   
INDEPENDENCE 
LIBERTY   
MONUMENT  
NATION  

PARADE   
PATRIOTIC   
PHILADELPHIA  
PICNIC 
RED   
RESPECT  
REVOLUTION  
SALUTE   
SPARKLERS  
STARS  
STRIPES   
THIRTEEN  
UNFURL   
WAVE   
WHITE  

Submitted by Linda Humes! Thanks, Linda!  
 

These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins or were  
announced at church services.  

 At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be ‘What is Hell?’  
Come early and listen to our choir practice. 

 Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several 
new members and to the deterioration of some older ones.  

 Please lace your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person 
you want remembered. 

 The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and 
gracious hostility.  

 Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 pm—prayer and medication to follow. 

 The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be 
seen in the basement on Friday afternoon. 

 This evening at 7 pm there will be a hymn singing in the park across from 
the Church. Bring a blanket and be prepared to sin.  

 The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” in the 
Church basement Friday at 7 pm. The congregation is invited to attend this 
tragedy. 

  


