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Many thanks to those of you who have been waiting patiently for
the Tidings these past months. I am grateful to Vanessa for preparing
this Advent Christmas issue. During these past months, we have
been discerning the best ways to communicate with all of you. For
now, we plan to issue a quarterly Tidings, continue with Friday
emails, and to print announcements in the bulletin. Let us know
which of these methods is best for you.

For in hope we
were saved. Now

hope that is seen is

Shortly, we will be entering the season of Advent. It is a time of
waiting to celebrate the birth of Jesus once again, to remember
God’s great love for us in sending God’s holy son to be with us and
bring us salvation. In many ways, we are waiting with hope for who
we already know is coming, what we have already received. When
we wait in this way we wait with patience and expectant hope that
strengthens our faith.

not hope. For who
hopes for what is
seen? But if we

The beauty of Advent waiting is that we do our waiting together,
gathered as God’s people. At Trinity, we do intentional holy waiting
for the Advent of our Lord. We light candles, read lessons, and sing
hymns and songs about waiting, even while the world around us
rushes forward into the celebration of the birthday of our Savior,
whether they acknowledge him in their lives or not.

hope for what we
do not see, we
wait for it with

This year our Advent themes are organized around a progression of
waiting words for each week. We begin by “watching” for our
promised hope on Advent 1. On Advent 2, we acknowledge our
“waiting” time together. On Advent 3, we think about “seeing” as
waiting becomes more visible. And then on Advent 4, we “turn”
toward the One who comes for us. Finally, we are filled with songs of
rejoicing on Christmas Eve. Jesus Christ has been born to us!

patience.
Romans 8:24-25 NRSV

Trinity friends, I am looking forward to waiting with you during Advent
this year, and rejoicing together on Christmas Eve.

Gloria in Excelsis Deo,

Pastor Karen Durbin
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For your faithfulness in prayer:
I am grateful for those of you
who have committed to
prayer for our congregation
and one another. Several
weeks ago, I was talking with one of our
members after a significant hospital
procedure. We had been able to share a
Zoom prayer time before his procedure. He
came through the procedure much better
than anticipated and expressed this to me,
“prayer is wonderful.”
For being part of our prayer pause at noon
each day, and for gathering with me after
each worship service to share our hearts
with one another before God. And let us
continue to look for God’s faithful answers!

Sunday Morning
“The Chosen” video series has been a
profound influence on those of us who
are gathering for Snax & Study on
Sunday mornings. Being immersed into
the life of Jesus through this series is
transformative. We are planning to continue
meeting through December, and viewing a
special Christmas episode, “The Shepherd,” on
Sunday morning, Dec 26 at 8 am and 10:15 am.
Monthly Men’s Breakfast
All men are invited to enjoy breakfast together
at 8 am on the third Thursday morning of each
month at C.C.’s Kitchen, 710 W. Main Street,
Mechanicsburg. David
Durbin will be leading the
monthly discussions.
Come out and join in the
lively conversation.

Thank you to our choir members:
I am extremely thankful for our members who
are leading congregational singing each
Join us by Zoom for our Annual Meeting,
Sunday from the choir loft. Your support and
November 28, 6:30 pm. At this meeting, we will
faithfulness is very much appreciated.
approve the 2022 budget, and approve
Thank you to all who continue to reach out to
nominees for church council. Nominees to serve
our homebound, and to those who have not yet a three-year term on church council are still
returned to in-person worship. Your care for one being gathered. Here are the Zoom Meeting ID
another is critical for our congregation.
and Passcode for the Annual Meeting: Meeting
ID: 879 6502 3854. Passcode: 671653 The link will
Thank you to Vanessa Storlie who continues to
support your pastor and this congregation, in a also be provided in the Friday emails through
variety of new and challenging ways. Thanks V. Nov. 26.

Music Committee. We are hoping to hire by the
end of the year, even though the process to find
Thank you for your prayers for God’s guidance
the right person may extend into 2022. If you know
to fill several staff positions.
of anyone who may be interested in this position,
please let Pastor Karen know, or direct them to our
Minister of Music
We are continuing our search for a new Minister of website for a copy of the job description.
Music and have received a number of resumes of Parish Administrator
qualified individuals. We will continue to receive
We are in the process of determining a job
resumes in the coming weeks. Selected
description for a part time Parish Administrator.
candidates will be invited for a phone or Zoom
This person will support the Pastor, assume
interview. The final candidates will be
administrative tasks in the church office, and
invited to the church for an in-person
support/oversee outreach ministries. We are
interview and an audition with Pastor
hoping to hire for this position in June. For now,
Karen, church council president, and
Vanessa Storlie continues with these
members of our Choir and Worship and
responsibilities.
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Join us for worship each Sunday during Advent,
on Christmas Eve, and on Christmas Sunday.
Special music is being prepared by our supply
organist, Melissa Jacoby, Trinity musicians, and a
few guest musicians. Here is the music schedule:
November 28 – Watching
Amanda Fortney joins us on violin. (You may
remember Amanda as the balloon artist from
our first outdoor movie night last summer.)

Thank you to everyone who continues to support
and volunteer at Trinity’s Closet on Main! We
continue to encounter neighbors in need
throughout our community! Over the past several
months, we have welcomed more than a dozen
new individuals to Trinity’s Closet on Main. In
October, a neighbor offered
to make breakfast wraps for
the grab ‘n go breakfasts that
is provided each month. In September, we
provided 135 items of clothing and in October,
we provided 147 items of clothing to our
neighbors.

December 5 – Waiting
Denise Burkhard will minister to us with a flute
prelude and vocal solo.
We continue to collect nonFood
perishable food and personal care
December 12 – Seeing
Donations
items for both the blessing box and
through
Deb Warner will be singing a vocal solo.
for New Hope Ministries. Items that
November 7 =
4366
are always needed include
December 19 – Turning
Vocal duet by Stephen Schaefer and Chrissy canned vegetables, spaghetti
sauce (in plastic jars or cans), Chef Boyardee,
Rapp.
peanut butter, PopTarts, and snack crackers!
December 24 – Christmas Eve – Rejoicing
Watch the Friday emails for the Christmas Eve
worship schedule.
December 26 – a special “Christmas Lessons
and Carols” in the sanctuary with a viewing of
“The Shepherds,” a special Christmas episode
from “The Chosen” video series we have been
using during Snax & Study this fall.

232 cans of green beans were collected for New
Hope Ministries’ Thanksgiving Baskets!

Jump on the train to make sure our neighbors are
able to have a joyful holiday season. You may
choose to purchase a specific item by selecting
Click the image to
an ornament off the Christmas tree downstairs or
the left to select
by purchasing a gift card to Target, Wal-Mart, or
Trinity as your
another store. All items should be brought to
charity of choice
church by Sunday, December 5!
on AmazonSmile.
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November Lessons
BY: VANESSA STORLIE
Many of you have probably heard that I am doing CPE this fall (and into
the spring of 2022) and might be wondering what CPE is. CPE stands for
Clinical Pastoral Education and is a required part of my seminary
education and the candidacy process required by the ELCA to become
a Minister of Word and Sacrament. There are two components to CPE.
The first part is academic - learning by reading books, sharing about the
experiences we have during our clinical times and the experiences that
have shaped us throughout life, sharing about who we are, and lectures/
discussions facilitated by a Board Certified Chaplain - Educator. The
second part is clinical - most weeks I will spend 12.5 hours (one 4.5 hour
evening shift and one 8 hour day shift) as a chaplain at Gettysburg
Hospital ministering to the patients, their families, and the staff members
within the hospital. The “learning model” for CPE is:
Action → Reflection → Refined Action
As we reflect on what we did during an interaction, we can learn and
make changes to our approach to better minister to the next patient,
family, or staff member. This approach works here in the life of the church
too.
Friends, being a chaplain is challenging - spending time with people who
are suffering and in pain is difficult, ministering to people over the phone
is difficult, not being able to minister to people because they are on
ventilators and can’t talk is difficult - and yet God goes before me and
accompanies me into all the situations I encounter each day. God can
do amazing things through people like you and me and the impact we
can have on people just might leave you surprised.

Enabled by the Holy Spirit, we boldly proclaim the
Good News of Christ, Sharing God’s love with all
through worship, education, and service!

November 21, 2021
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
Psalm 93
Revelation 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37

November 28, 2021
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:35-36

December Lessons
December 5, 2021
Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 1:68-79
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

December 12, 2021
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
December 19, 2021
Micah 5:2-5a
Luke 1:46b-55
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45

December 24, 2021
Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14

There are several social and outreach opportunities in October... watch for details!
Thank you, Julie Jones, for your years of dedicated service and beautiful music! We wish you
the best in your retirement!
Council is constantly monitoring the Covid-19 situation and will revisit safety protocols as needed, but mask-wearing and social distancing are strongly recommended in the church building
and especially when singing.
The nominating committee is seeking nominees to serve a three year term on church council. If
you are interested, please let a nominating committee member (Pastor Karen, Kent Eckerd,
Deb Hartman, Leslie Hocker, and Heather Zielonis) know.
The 2022 proposed spending plan was reviewed.
All staff evaluations were completed prior to the October council meeting.
The Annual Budget Meeting will be held on November 28, 2021 at 6:30 pm via Zoom.
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Help us be good stewards by
providing the church office with
updated information for your
household such as:
-Email address
-Cell Phone/Home Phone
-Mailing Address
We are looking for hosts
for our traveling
wisemen as they journey
to Trinity on Christmas
Eve. Beginning Nov. 28,
they will be traveling
through town inviting
people to join us for
Christmas Eve worship.
Please sign-up on the
bulletin board across
from the coat rack!

Current information for our young
adult members is especially helpful
as they go off into the world!
The Lower Susquehanna Synod has
an on-line newsletter that provides
information about what is going on
around the SYNOD! Just go to the
LSS website:http://www.lss-elca.org/

At least once a week, we will post
an event or invitation on Facebook.
When you see our post, leave a
positive comment and hit the "like"
and share buttons. Your “likes” and
“shares” help us get the word out
Arlene Hartman
770 S. Hanover St. FAP-131 about the good things happening
at Trinity to all of your friends too.
Carlisle, PA 17013
Dorothy Dellinger
202 E. Locust St.
Mechanicsburg, PA
17055

Ruth Taylor
Homeland Center
1901 N. 5th Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102
Orville Wise
700 Walnut Bottom Rd.
#55
Carlisle, PA 17013

Office Contact Info
Church & Staff Office Hours
Tues. – Thurs. 9 AM -1 PM
(other hours as needed)
Phone: 717-766-2662
trinitymburgoffice@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/TLCMech
https://trinity-on-main.org/
Pastor Contact Info
Pastor Karen Durbin
Email: pastorkjd@gmail.com
Pastoral & Administrative Assistant/
Director of Mission Outreach
Contact Info
Vanessa Storlie
Email: trinitymburgoutreach@gmail.com

Don’t forget to check your
mailboxes in the hallway
outside the elevator!

We want to know when you or
someone close to you needs
pastoral care. Please contact
Pastor Karen or the church office
using the contact information
Find us on Facebook at: https://
above in the event of a newly
www.facebook.com/TLCMech
diagnosed disease, hospitalization,
or rehabilitation. Due to HIPAA
Don’t forget to visit Trinity-On-Main’s
regulations, this is the only method
website for information about
we have to know of your need. You
current events and the weekly
may also contact Pastor Karen if
worship videos.
you are in the midst of a life
https://trinity-on-main.org/
transition: a birth, a death, a move,
a job loss/change, an empty nest,
retirement, etc. or are experiencing
a spiritual, physical, emotional, or
Marissa & Viking Dietrich,
financial crisis.
Flottwellstrasse 3a, 10785
Berlin, Germany
Viking.dietrich@elca.org
Vanessa Storlie will be supply
preaching on November 28.
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Each day, you are invited to add a non-perishable food or
personal care item to a basket or box. On Christmas Eve, we invite
you to bring your donations with you to worship. The items will be
distributed to the blessing box and to New Hope Ministries. A
suggested list of items is provided below:
December 1- box of cereal
December 2- peanut butter
December 3- stuffing mix
December 4- boxed potatoes
December 5- macaroni and
cheese
December 6- canned fruit
December 7- canned tomatoes
December 8- canned tuna
December 9- dessert mix
December 10- jar of applesauce
December 11- canned sweet
potatoes
December 12- cranberry sauce
December 13- canned beans
December 14- box of crackers
December 15- package of rice
December 16- package of

oatmeal
December 17- package of pasta
December 18- spaghetti sauce
December 19- chicken noodle
soup
December 20- tomato soup
December 21- can of corn
December 22- can of mixed
vegetables
December 23- can of carrots
December 24- can of green
beans

03

Bob Lamason

04

Sue Eckerd

07

Deanna Walton

12

Robinette Butts

12

Anthony Moats

21

Joseph Hafer

21

Aubrey Hartman

22

Tom Hocker

23

Eric Hocker

24

Jon Hartman

27

Dorothy Dellinger

27

Rachel Wise

30

Cortney Thomsen

01 Joshua Wagenheim, Jr.
08 Carol Pensyl
14 Brett Lemanski
15 Jean Keefer
15 Bill Snoke
20 Bob Anderson
22 Emily Anderson

29 Jordan Leiby
30 Nadine Ovack
30 Matthew Thomsen
Acorns
Apple
Autumn
Blanket
Bonfire
Carve
Chilly
Cider
Coat
Color
Cornstalks

Farmer
Fields
Fireplace
Foliage
Football
Gourds
Halloween
Harvest
Hayride
Jacket
Laborday

Leaves
Orange
Pumpkin
Rake
Rustle
Scarecrow
School
Squash
Squirrel
Trees
Wind
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

31 October 1 November 2

3

4

5

6

7

10

11

12

13

7:00 pm Council

4:30 pm Trinity’s
Closet on Main
Set-up

9:00 - 11:00 am
Trinity’s Closet on
Main

18

19

20

8

9

All Saints Sunday
8:00 am Worship/
Communion
8:45 am Snax ‘n
Study
10:15 am Worship/
Communion

14

15

16

17

New Member
Sunday
8:00 am Worship
8:45 am Snax ‘n
Study
10:15 am Worship

21

8:00 am Men’s
Breakfast at C.C.’s
Kitchen

Office Closed

22

23

Christ the King
Sunday
8:00 am Worship/
Communion
8:45 am Snax ‘n
Study
10:15 am Worship/
Communion

28

24

25

26

Thanksgiving
Day

27
9:00 am Hanging
of the Greens

Office Closed

29

30

1 December 2

3

4

8:00 am Worship
8:45 am Snax ‘n
Study
10:15 am Worship
6:30 pm Annual
Meeting on Zoom
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Sun

Mon

28 November 29

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

30

1 December 2

3

4

7

8

9

10

11

7:00 pm Council

4:30 pm Trinity’s
Closet on Main
Set-up

9:00 - 11:00 am
Trinity’s Closet on
Main

15

16

17

18

11:00 AM - New
Hope Senior
Christmas Party

8:00 AM—Men’s
Breakfast at C.C.’s
Diner

22

23

24

25

8:00 am Worship
8:45 am Snax ‘n
Study
10:15 am Worship
6:30 pm Annual
Meeting on Zoom

5

6

8:00 am Worship/
Communion
8:45 am Snax ‘n
Study
10:15 am Worship/
Communion

12

13

14

8:00 am Worship
8:45 am Snax ‘n
Study
10:15 am Worship

19

20

21

8:00 am Worship/
Communion
8:45 am Snax ‘n
Study
10:15 am Worship/
Communion

26

Worship/
Communion Time: TBD

27

28

29

30

31

1 January

8:00 am Worship
8:45 am Snax ‘n
Study
10:15 am Worship
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