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Look, I am doing a new thing 
 

The beginning of a new year is full of possibilities. We often take stock of 

our lives and decide to change something for the better. We may be 

able to follow through on those plans or we may struggle. Looking back 

at what hasn’t worked may be helpful in adjusting your approach, but it is 

typically not helpful to use those experiences as reasons to not move 

forward. Revising our approach can be helpful, perhaps carving out a 

shorter time frame.  Smaller steps or smaller goals can be more easily 

managed than huge changes. 

 

New habits or goals for 2023 might include something physical, emotional, 

or educational.  You may want to walk more or eat a healthier diet. You 

may decide that counselling or being gentle with yourself will improve 

your emotional health. You may decide that now is the time to follow 

through on some educational goals that you have been putting off.  

 

Whatever your goals for 2023 might be, I would like to encourage each of 

us to consider spiritual goals and particular steps that can help us grow in 

faith. You may decide to grow by  

 

 attending worship one additional Sunday each month.  

 coming to Snax n Study and/or Bible Study regularly. 

 praying or meditating each morning for a few minutes, or at least for 

several days a week. 

 participating in Trinity’s prayer pause and after worship prayer times. 

 using a daily devotional resource (like the one we are offering during 

Lent). 

 

Friends, let each of us pray for God’s guidance, and then ask someone to 

partner with us or to hold us accountable by checking in to see how it is 

going.  (Of course, I am always happy to do this.) 

 

May our lives be good and fertile soil for the new thing that God is 

bringing in us! 

 
Abundant blessings to you in 2023! 

Pastor Karen 
 

 

“Do not remember the 

former things or  

consider the things of 

old.  I am about to do 

a new thing, now it 

springs forth, do you 

not perceive it?  

I will make a way in the 

wilderness and rivers in 

the desert.” 

 

Isaiah 43:19-19 
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The Season of  Lent 

Believe it or not, the season of Lent is right around the corner.  

 

 

Palm Branch Burning - Sunday, Feb 19 
Following 10:15 worship, we will gather outside to 

burn our palm branches from 2022 and make ashes.  

 

 

Ash Wednesday  - February 22.  

 

 Ashes to Go at 7 am and 12 noon:  People are invited to drive through or walk through  

   the parking lot, from Main street, for a brief liturgy and prayer, and imposition of ashes.  

 

 Ash Wednesday Worship at 7 pm in the sanctuary with Holy Communion and the  

Imposition of Ashes.  

 

Lenten Soup Suppers & Lenten Worship, March 1 - 29 
Each Wednesday evening in Lent there will be a soup supper in  

Fellowship Hall available beginning at 5:45 pm.  (This has to be one of 

your pastor’s favorite things!) Each ministry team sponsors a  

particular week, but folks are welcome to bring a crock of soup to 

share on any of these evenings. Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin 

board outside fellowship hall.  

 

Lenten worship follows the Soup Suppers, at 7 pm in the sanctuary. 

 

Plan now to come to all or some of these Lenten Wednesdays.  Fellowship, food, and  

worship -- what could be better! 

 

Lenten theme for 2023 – ASK 
This year our Lenten theme is called, Ask!  

 

Asking questions may seem like obstacles to our faith,  

forbidden or out of bounds. But the characters of the Bible 

like Job and Nicodemus, ask questions that may sound like 

ours. Questions that bring what seems like a “very touchy” 

response from God.  

 

In a sermon not too long ago, I made the statement that God receives our questions kindly. I 

truly believe this. Questions are relational and an important part of an active faith life. They in-

spire us to listen to scripture alongside our human experience. They require us to dig deeper 

and grow in faith as we seek God’s guidance and answers. And, of course digging and asking 

with others adds to the depth of our understanding as we learn from one other.  

 

 

Questions can forge relationships, as in John 4:7: “Give me a drink?” (yes, it is originally a ques-
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The Season of  Lent, cont’d 

tion in the Greek). They can advance them, as in  

John 11:25-26: “Jesus said to  [Martha], ‘I am the resurrection and the life. . .  

Do you believe this?’” They can trouble them, as in Matthew 26:25: “Surely 

not I, Rabbi?” They can disfigure them, as in John 18:22: “One of the police 

standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, ‘Is that how you answer the 

high priest?” 

 

During Lent, we will consider the questions in our lectionary readings during 

Sunday Worship and Mid-week worship. There will be a variety of ways for us to hear the lessons, 

sometimes omitting one reading in order to incorporate a longer reading. Some weeks there 

will be several readers, to help us listen better. 

 

In addition to Sunday morning and Wednesday evening, daily devotional guides will be  

available for you to pick up each Sunday or by email.  There is no charge for these devotional 

materials. 

 

This Lenten resource, “Ask”, is from Barn Geese Worship creative resources © 2023.  

 

Property Committee Update 

The property committee continues to make  

repairs and maintain the integrity of the church 

building.  Thanks to Fairway Roofing for an  

excellent job! 

 

Mike Hartman,  

Property Committee Chairperson 
  

Fairway Roofing checking things out on 

the church roof... 

Mike finding the blueprints to the  

church building!  
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Music Notes 

Music Notes New Choral Work Premiered! 
  On Christmas Eve, Trinity on Main’s own 
“author-in-residence” and choir member 
John Wise presented his latest lyrical  
collaboration with music written by  
Dr. Robert Lau, Professor Emeritus at Lebanon 
Valley College. Titled “The Shepherds’ Story,” 
John captured in verse Jesus’ birth from the 
particular viewpoint of the shepherds, a story 
that John decided deserves special  
attention. John dedicated this song “to  
Trinity’s shepherd, The Reverend Dr. Karen J. 
Durbin.” The choir was privileged and  
excited to sing its premiere performance  
during Christmas Eve worship. Prior to the  
service, John and the choir gave  
Pastor Durbin a signed, framed copy of 
page one of this new choral work. And in 
Pastor Durbin’s own words, “I was surprised 
and humbled by the piece prepared by 
John Wise and Dr. Lau for Christmas Eve.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blueprints and Recipes  
 Baking and building with gingerbread has 
been an annual Christmastime tradition for 
me since I was a senior in high school (yes, 
that’s a really long time). This year, in  
addition to a project I made and donated 
for a local arts council fundraiser in  
Gettysburg, I built little Trinity on Main  
gingerbread churches for all our choir  
members, the staff and a few others.  
 In the “gingerbread universe” (aka my 
kitchen table at home), there’s always a 
point early on in the process where things  
inevitably spiral into *organized chaos.* Yes, I 

begin with a blueprint of what the finished 
project(s) will look like and I have a very  
dependable gingerbread recipe (the same 
fail-proof one I’ve used for decades). Those 
things are sure and clear. But getting from 
precisely cut cardboard templates and a 
formless blob of refrigerated dough to a  
put-together, standing-up-on-its-own,  
fully-decorated 3-D structure is not always so  
certain. Along the way, the table becomes 
overwhelmed with wall and roof pieces, royal 
icing, sprinkles, gum drops and cereal trees, 
all in various stages of assembly…or not. And 
there may be a moment or two (ok, usually 
more!) when I start doubting: Was it such a 
good idea to build THIS MANY? Are these 
roof pieces ever 
going to hold 
together on 
their own? 
When will I be 
finished with this 
so our family 
can (soon?  
eventually?  
someday?)  
reclaim the kitchen table for normal 
mealtime activity? But through the  
temporary uncertainty, I always have my 
blueprint and I know I can count on that  
recipe. Every time.  
 Introductions to new hymns, new liturgy 
and choral anthems can be a little (maybe 
sometimes a lot!) like what happens in the 
“gingerbread universe:” at first unfamiliar to 
the ear; uncertain if we’re going to get the 
hang of it; even doubtful of the eventual  
outcome (Is it going to hold together?). But 
also, just like the gingerbread, we have our  
blueprint (order of worship) and dependable, 
centuries-old recipe (“word of God, read, 
preached and sung by the assembly”  
ELW, p. 7). Every time. Thanks be to God.  
 
Ringing, Singing and Worshiping  
 A note of gratitude to all our Trinity ringers, 
singers, and instrumentalists who prepared 
diligently and faithfully to perform during  
Advent and Christmas Eve worship services. 
 Rehearsals resume again beginning 
Wednesday, February 1 (bells at 6:15 p.m. 
and choir at 7:15 p.m.).  



132 E. Main St. Mechanicsburg, PA 17055                              717-766-2662              trinitymburgoffice@gmail.com 

 5 

Pastor Karen led a study on the season 

of Advent in December. We looked at 

the themes and lectionary readings, 

and the progression from darkness to 

the light of Jesus born for us.  

8:45 am. 

Snax n Study  

Volunteers are needed to bring snax for our Snax n Study time!  

Sign up on the sheet that is posted on the bulletin board in the  

hallway if you are able to provide snax for a week.  Thank you! 

Join Snax & Study through February 19, for a six-week study on Simon Peter. We are using a 

DVD resource by Pastor Adam Hamilton, featuring Hamilton on location in Israel and Italy 

with key sites in the life of Simon Peter. Pastor Hamilton describes Simon Peter as a flawed but 

faithful disciple, an ordinary fisherman who heard God’s extraordinary call. He was not rich or 

educated, but was familiar with hard work. He was quick-tempered and impetuous, but pos-

sessed a passion that would change the world. He left everything to follow his teacher, yet 

struggled with doubt and fear. 

 

Join us Sundays at 8:45 am to enjoy a time of fellowship with breakfast foods, followed by a 

short video and a study led by various class members. 

Here is the schedule: 

Jan 15 – The Call of the Fisherman, led by David Durbin 

Jan 22 – Walking with Jesus in the Storms, led by Ja’net Gochenauer 

Jan 29 – Bedrock or Stumbling Block? led by Pastor Karen Durbin 

Feb 5 – “I will not Deny You” led by Amy Boyer 

Feb 12 – From Cowardice to Courage led by David Durbin 

Feb 19 – The Rest of the Story – leader TBD 

https://www.adamhamilton.com/books/item/9781501846038/
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 Thank you for your ongoing support of  

Trinity’s Closet on Main and our Blessing Box 

ministry.  Non-perishable food items continue 

to be in high demand, and the clothing closet 

is well attended.  

 Many of you and others from our  

community donate gently used clothing. 

One80 Ministries in Mechanicsburg regularly 

collects and delivers items they collect. At this 

time we are receiving adult clothing for cold 

weather. Any items that we cannot use are 

passed on to Community Aid. Our church  

receives credit for each pound of clothing we 

take, and a check is sent to the church each 

quarter. If you take items directly to  

Community Aid, give them our number, 10347, 

and your donation will be credited to Trinity.  

 Through our Blessing Box Ministry, we have 

had the opportunity to assist many of our 

neighbors with food during these cold winter 

months, at a time when the cost of groceries is 

significant. Our Blessing Box Ministry is  

currently in need of the following items:  

Chicken or Tomato Soup/Ramen Soup,  

Spaghetti Sauce or Canned Pasta, Canned 

Fruit, Kidney or Baked Beans, Rice or Noodle 

Side Dish Pouches, Canned Pasta. Thank you 

for bringing items in plastic jars. Glass easily 

shatters in the cold weather. Many thanks to 

George Anderson who faithfully counts the 

items you bring and transfers them to the 

Blessing Box room (AKA known as the youth 

room).  

 In December, the Clothing closet ministry 

and Blessing Box ministry partnered together 

to offer a Christmas meal to go. Each colorful 

gift bag included a canned ham, canned 

green beans and potatoes, a bag of home-

made Christmas cookies, and a Christmas 

Card from our team of volunteers. It was re-

warding to see the smiles on the faces of our 

friends who came through our building that 

morning. Many thanks particularly to Carol 

Anderson, Heather Zielonis, Bonnie Williamson, 

Stacey Zeller, Alan Williamson,  

Melissa Jacoby, Koen Thomas, and  

Paula Montgomery. 

Trinity’s Closet on Main and Blessing Box Ministries 
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Thrivent Grants 
 

Many thanks to Thrivent and those of you who have used your access to obtain grants for 

ministries to our neighborhood.   

 

 Jim and Mary Louise Smith used their grant for personal care items 

 Carol Anderson used her grant for non-perishable food items and the Christmas Meal  

  bags 

 Ja’net Gochenauer is using her grant for new storage boxes in the clothing closet  

  room, and for non-perishable food items 
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Thanks, Praise & Other Stuff! 

Christmas Blessing Express 
Many thanks to everyone who responded 

to our New Hope Christmas Blessing Express 

drive in December!  We collected a lot of 

wonderful gifts, which were delivered to 

New Hope Ministries and enjoyed by many 

families and children at Christmas time.  

Your continued support of this wonderful 

ministry is very much appreciated, as are 

each and every one of you!  

Trinity’s Christmas Blessing Express  

gift collection table  

JUST A REMINDER to bring in your peanut butter for our Annual Super Bowl 

Challenge for New Hope Ministries… Who will be the winning team,  

Crunchy or Creamy??? 



132 E. Main St. Mechanicsburg, PA 17055                              717-766-2662              trinitymburgoffice@gmail.com 

 9 

 

Office Contact Info 

Church & Staff Office Hours  

Mon. – Thurs. 9 AM –2 PM  

(other hours as needed) 

Phone: 717-766-2662 

trinitymburgoffice@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/TLCMech 

https://trinity-on-main.org/   
 

Pastor Contact Info 

Pastor Karen Durbin 

Email: pastorkjd@gmail.com 
 

Minister of Music Contact Info 

Melissa Jacoby 

Email: trinitymburgmusic@gmail.com 
 

Parish Administrator Contact Info 

Debbie Schue 

Email:  trinitymburgoffice@gmail.com 

 

February 5:  8:45 am, Snax n Study 

February 12:  8:45 am, Snax n Study 

February 19:  8:45 am, Snax n Study 

      11:30 am, Palm Branch burning 

      5:00 pm, Community Dinner at  

      Buhrig Community Room 

February 26:  8:45 am, Snax n Study 

The men will meet  

for breakfast on  

Thursday, February 23   

at 8 am at  

CC’s Kitchen,  

Mechanicsburg for  

some good food and  

conversation! 

 has resumed!  We are  

continuing to read through and 

discuss the gospel  

according to Matthew. This 

gospel is the one appointed in 

our 3-year lectionary  

for 2023, year A.   

 

December Council Meeting Highlights: 
 

 For their three years of service on Council, we 

thank outgoing members Bob Anderson,  

  Kent Eckerd, and Deb Hartman! 

 

 For their three-year commitment to serve on 

Council, we thank incoming members  

  Jon Hartman, Leslie Hocker, and Tyler Hoffman! 

 

 Installation of all 2023 Council members took 

place on Sunday, January 8, 2023.  The 2023 

Church Council officers are:   

  Mike Hartman, president 

  Leslie Hocker, vice president 

  Deb Hartman, treasurer 

  Stacey Zeller, Secretary 

  Harold Miller, Financial Secretary 

 

mailto:trinitymburgoffice@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/TLCMech
https://trinity-on-main.org/
mailto:pastorkjd@gmail.com
mailto:trinitymburgoffice@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/BuhrigsGatheringPlace/
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Feb 3  Emily Hartman 

Feb 5  Olivia Moats 

Feb 6  Gerry Miller 

Feb 7  Ashley Strine 

Feb 12  Karen Schmick  

Feb 14  Cory Reisinger   

Feb 16  Bonnie Williamson 

Feb 17  Patsy Shaw 

Feb 19  Kristi Jo Caton 

Feb 26  Ed Metka, Jr. 

Feb 27  Cyndy Alleman 

 

Is your birthday  
missing?  Please let 
us know so we can  

update our database! 

If you see any of these folks during  

February, be sure to wish them well on 

their birthday! 

Happy New Year! I hope you had a  

wonderful Christmas holiday with friends and 

family!!  We are so grateful for the  

tremendous support you have given to  

New Hope with all the food drives for  

Thanksgiving and donations for our Christmas 

Blessing Express.  We are so 

grateful.  

 

Michelle Zemba,  

Development Coordinator 

If you haven’t picked up 

your 2023 offering 

envelopes yet, please be 

sure to check your 

mailboxes in the hallway 

outside the elevator when 

you are here! 

The Lower Susquehanna Synod has 

an on-line newsletter that provides 

information about what is going on 

around the SYNOD! Just go to the 

LSS website:  

http://www.lss-elca.org/ Our new Red Land Center is open  

and serving the community!  

https://nhm-pa.org/
http://www.lss-elca.org/
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The Season of Lent... 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 
 
6:15 pm Bell Choir  
Rehearsal 
7:15 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

2 
11 am Bible Study 

3 
 
 

4 

5 
8 am Spoken 
Service Worship 
8:45 am Snax n 
Study 
10:15 am Worship  
with Music 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 

 
 
6:15 pm Bell Choir  
Rehearsal 
7:15 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

9 
11 am Bible Study 
 
 
 
7 pm Church 
Council 

10 
 
 
4 pm Set up for 
Trinity’s Closet on 
Main 

11 

9-11 am Clothing 

Closet 

12 
8 am Spoken 
Service Worship 
8:45 am Snax n 
Study 
10:15 am Worship 
with Music 
 

13 
 
 

14 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
6:15 pm Bell Choir  
Rehearsal 
7:15 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

16 
11 am Bible Study 
 
 
 

17 18 
 

19 
8 am Spoken 
Service Worship 
8:45 am Snax n 
Study 
10:15 am Worship 
with Music 
11:30 am Palm 
branch burning 
5 pm Community 
Dinner @ Buhrig 
Gathering Place 
 

20 21 22 
7 am Ashes to Go 
12 pm Ashes to Go 
 
 
 
 
7 pm Ash 
Wednesday Worship 

 
 

23 
8 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 
 
 

24 25 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
8 am Spoken 
Service Worship 
8:45 am Snax n 
Study 
10:15 am Worship 
with Music 
 
5:30 pm Youth 
Group at St. Peter’s  
 

 

27 
 
 

28     

Pastor away through Feb 8 

Pastor away through Feb 8 

Pastor at  
Synod Event 


