
WEEK FIVE 
MARCH 26 – APRIL 1 

This week’s reading: John 11:1-45 

 

Sunday, March 26, 2023 

Read:  “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and you are going there again?” 

“Are there not twelve hours of daylight?” 

 (John 11:8, the disciples and Jesus, contemplating his next move in ministry) 

 

Reflect: This week we see Jesus approach the grave of his friend Lazarus. On the way, he will encounter Lazarus’ 

sisters, Mary and Martha, who seem certain in their faith until Jesus takes them to the tomb itself. But the scene 

opens with Jesus’ determination to move forward despite opposition that nearly led to his death. His disciples try to 

warn him off, but Jesus presses forward. What is so important that you would pursue it, even under threat of death? 

Pray: Jesus, if today was my last day, where would you want me to go? 

Practice: Plant something or tend to plants you already have. Put some new seeds or seedlings in the ground. 

Water your houseplants. Not a green thumb? Notice plants in the places you go, like in an office, classroom, or at 

church. 

 

Monday, March 27, 2023 

Read: “I am the resurrection and the life. … Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-6, Jesus to Martha) 

Reflect: When Jesus met Martha after the death of her brother, his question may have sounded like a test. But Jesus 

would have known that Mary believed and the extent of her belief. Here, he gave her the opportunity to put her 

faith into words. Can you remember a moment when speaking something about your faith helped make it more real? 

Pray: Jesus, if you came to bring me resurrection, would I recognize it? Would I be ready? Are you already here? 

Practice: Take a walk outside and look for signs of new life again: buds on branches, green shoots or bulbs peeping 

up, new nests. What’s changed since your last walk a few weeks ago? 

 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Read: “Where have you laid him?” (John 11:34, Jesus to Mary) 

Reflect: Jesus asked Mary to take him to her brother’s grave. She may not have wanted to return to that place, 

because her pain was so fresh, but in this way Jesus showed he would go with her to the most terrible place. Where 

are you afraid to go? And how can you invite Jesus to go with you there? 

Pray: Jesus, will you come with me to the place I fear? 

Practice: Do something scary today—not dangerous, but something that’s intimidating. Introduce yourself to 

someone new. Try a different food. Tackle that imposing work, school, or home project.  



 

Wednesday, March 29, 2023 

Read: “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” (John 11:40, Jesus to Martha) 

Reflect: Jesus knew Martha’s heart and the depth of her belief. But in a moment of grief, Jesus needed to remind 

her what she believed. How often do you need to hear reminders of your faith? Does that need increase during a 

challenging time?  

Pray: Holy Spirit, you see the trouble I face today. What do I already know that can help me through?  

Practice: Name five people you know you can count on when things get tough. Reach out to them to remind them 

that they can count on you too.  

 

Thursday, March 30, 2023 

Read: “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” (John 11:37, the 

funeral-goers to each other) 

Reflect: The funeral-goers ask a familiar question about Jesus, which means they ask this question about God: Was 

it fair that Lazarus should die when someone else received a miraculous healing? Do you think God is fair?  

Pray: God, you could have prevented every trouble in my life, but you have not. What have I gained as a result? 

Practice: Did you chicken out on tackling something challenging on Tuesday? Here’s your chance to try again or to 

continue the tough task you took up. What is it like to have a second chance to try something intimidating? 

 

Friday, March 31, 2023 

Read: “If you, O Lord, should mark my iniquities, Lord, who could stand?” (Psalm 130:3) 

Reflect: The psalmist notes that nobody can live if God were keeping score or measuring perfect justice. But God 

is not like that! God forgives even the unforgivable. Can you share a time when you did something that seemed 

unforgivable but you received grace?  

Pray: Holy Spirit, who needs a sign of your grace today?  

Practice: Blow some bubbles! A few weeks ago you practiced apologizing. Now practice forgiveness, for yourself. 

Go outside. Take a moment to imagine something you have a hard time forgiving yourself for, or a past mistake 

that still weighs on you. Blow a bubble, and as it floats away and eventually pops, imagine your mistake going with 

it. If you don’t have bubble solution handy, you can whip some up with dish soap and water.  

 

Saturday, April 1, 2023  

Question jar: Take time as an individual or with others in your household to draw and explore at least one question 

from your question jar today. Refresh your jar with some new questions.  
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